REP. _________ DEMANDS THAT BUSH NOT OVERTURN LAW PROVIDING AIDS DRUGS TO AFRICA

The new Administration is reportedly seeking to overturn rule that provides generic AIDS drugs to Africa 


WASHINGTON - Rep. ___________ today demanded that the Bush Administration preserve the executive order that allows African nations to purchase lower-priced generic AIDS drugs to combat a growing epidemic of the disease. The executive order, signed into law by President Clinton and vehemently opposed by drug company profiteers, prevents the U.S. government from punishing African nations for producing generic versions of commercial drugs that combat AIDS. In July of 1999, Rep. ___________ supported a House amendment that would have cemented this into law. The amendment was killed by the GOP leadership, moving President Clinton to issue an executive order.

Rep. _________ said, “At a time when millions of people worldwide are dying of AIDS, it is obscene that the drug companies are pushing the new Administration to revoke an executive order that allows the most affected countries to produce AIDS medications at affordable prices. These companies are obviously far more concerned with padding their record-breaking profits than curing this terrible disease and saving lives. The U.S. State Department should not be carrying the water for the drug companies when the actions taken by these other nations comply with international trade law. My hope is that President Bush acts on behalf of public health - not on behalf of pharmaceutical profits - and preserves this executive order.”

Rrecent reports have documented that South African physicians are actually withholding information about AZT and other AIDS drugs from their patients because there is no way they can afford the medications. The physicians, out of compassion, do not want their AIDS patients to have false hopes of acquiring the medications they need. The average South African lives on $2,600 per year and the cost of a year's treatment of AZT can be as high as $12,000.

Rep. ___________ said, “Almost 10% of the South African population is suffering from AIDS, including 20% of pregnant women and 45% of the military. This is a deadly epidemic that must be stopped. The U.S. government must end these sanctions and allow countries that are faced with epidemics to treat their citizens with the life-saving drugs they need to treat AIDS and other horrible diseases.”

The pharmaceutical industry, which has been lobbying to have this executive order revoked, spent more than $80 million on campaign contributions and lobbying last election cycle - with most of the money going to the GOP. Most recently, the industry gave more than $650,000 to the Bush-Cheney Inaugural Committee, while President Bush appointed drug giant Eli Lilly’s senior Vice President Mitch Daniels to be his budget director.
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