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REP. ____________ OUTLINES LEGISLATIVE STRATEGY TO MAKE ENERGY 

CONSERVATION A NATIONAL PRIORITY
Congressman calls on new Administration to support efforts to stop massive waste in energy consumption

WASHINGTON - Congressman ____________ today called on the incoming Bush Administration to support his/her broad legislative agenda to use energy conservation initiatives as a major weapon against the ongoing energy crisis. _________, a longtime proponent of energy conservation initiative, said the incoming Administration must seriously address the huge amounts of energy currently wasted before spending huge amounts of money on risky, environmentally-hazardous plans to increase dependence on fossil fuels.

_____________ said, "No knowledgeable person can deny that the energy policies of our country today are a disaster and that we waste huge amounts of fuel and electricity.  Essentially, what we are doing as a nation is turning the thermostat way up, consuming more and more energy, while at the same time we leave the windows and doors wide open.  Energy comes in, energy goes out.  That approach may make sense for the oil companies, OPEC, and private electric companies who want to make huge profits by selling us more and more energy, but it makes no sense for the consumer, the economy or the environment."

___________ will be introducing a 4-point legislative package to address the ongoing energy crisis:

- Substantially reduce consumption of gasoline by raising the Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency (CAFÉ) to 45 miles per gallon for cars and light trucks: According to USPIRG, this alone would save consumers $80 billion a year at the pump and 1.3 billion gallons of oil a year.

- Increase funding for the Weatherization Assistance Program: Through weatherization, a typical Vermont family will save over $200 in winter heating bills each year.  More than 5 million homes have been made more energy efficient by this program since 1979. Yet, more than 20 million homes are still waiting for weatherization services. Last year, ___________ supported a $45 million amendment to increase weatherization.

- Promote the use of energy efficient appliances: The Department of Energy and Environmental Protection Agency currently has a small program called "Energy Star" that rates household appliances. By expanding the Energy Star program through tax credits, we have the ability to make homes and factories 30% to 50% more energy efficient, saving consumers $11 billion a year.

- Encourage the use of renewable energy: The growing dependency on imported oil is dangerous to the economy and national security. Imports of foreign oil now exceed 50% and could rise to 69% by 2020. We should better fund programs that encourage the use of solar, wind and other renewable resources.

______________ said, "I am less than impressed by the early statement made by President-Elect Bush on energy issues, and by his nominees for important cabinet positions. Their approach appears to be solely driven by a 'supply' mentality.  I have heard almost nothing from the incoming administration about the need for strong energy conservation. We need leadership from the new administration that recognizes that we must make this a priority." 

-30-

